recently noticed in the columns of Lancet, and well deserves to be widely known.
Case 1.?An infant ten months old, stout and healthy, but teething, was brought iu contact with another child convalescing from hooping-cough, and was seized with cough, which, in from eight to ten days, became suffocative in character, and soon after developed a well marked whoop. The paroxysms were very frequent and distressing at night, and the retardation of the return of blood from the head was shewn by a puffy state of the eye-lids, and general turgescence of the face. The expectoration which was glairy and scanty at the onset, became in the hooping stage muco-purulent and abundant, but so tenacious that it was with difficulty expelled from the larynx, and at times was ejected with such force as to seem 3'ss* A teaspoonful to be taken three times a day, diluted with a little water, as there was a good deal of irritation of the fauces. A full dose of henbane was usually given at bed time.
Case II.?A child aged 3 years, delicate, and taking cod-liver oil at the time the disease manifested itself in her, had her little frame sorely shattered with the concussive violence of the cough, and it was painful to witness her ineffectual efforts to hook up with her fingers the tenacious mucus that would cling to the fauces, which were deeply congested, as was also the Schneiderian mucous membrane, and easily provoked to bleed. Stimulation was earlj' necessary in her case with soups made of Liebig's extract, to which cream and brandy were added, and with the administration of quinine the result has proved eminently satisfactory. In the first instance in her treatment I used Dr. Gibb's nitric acid mixture at the suggestion of Mr. Ellis, Civil Medical Officer of Etah, who had found it act very beneficially in some cases in which he had employed it; but I found the acid was not sufficiently diluted in the formula given in Waring's Therapeutics, for it caused bleeding from the fauces whenever a dose was administered, and I therefore discontinued it and gave her the same mixture as given in the preceding case, viz., of quinine. Mr. Ellis, I have since learned from him, used the nitric acid in ordinary medicinal doses in his cases.
Case III.?A stout lad, aged 11 years, maintained for several days that he had not got hooping-cough, but the whoop at night at last betrayed hiui, much to his discomfiture, for it condemned him to seclusion for an indefinite period. In his case the paroxysms were attended by a noisy, clanging cough, evidencing the presence of rigidity of the air passages, the result of spasm during the so-to-speak expiratory convulsion, and militating against the notion that the spasm of the glottis producing the whoop was conservative in its object. Indeed it seemed to me that anything, as chloroform, which quickly relaxed thi8 spasm did good. The whoop was correspondingly loud in thia case, but the paroxysms were not attended with much distress; they were however frequently followed by vomiting, The treatment employed will be detailed on In the last three cases a fair trial was again given to the extract of belladonna, and it wa3 found, if not injurious, certainly ineffective in controlling the violence of the cough. This may be explained by its action on the sympathetic by which it produces flushing of the face, &c., and the inhibitory influence it exercises on the action of the heart.
Seeing the unquestionable good effects of quinine in the cases of the younger children, i was tempted to give a trial to some other antiperiodics, viz., the sulphate of beberia, liquor arsenicalis and the carbazotate of ammonia, but they proved quite inoperative, and I finally administered quinine to these children in the following mixture, the copiousness of the expectoration having suggested to me to combine alum (a Mussoorie.
